
Canadaôs first national internment 

operations of 1914 to 1920 



Lured  with promises of freedom 

and free land 



First Ukrainian pioneer settlers en route to  

Edna-Star, Alberta, 1897 



Mandate of War Measures Act 1914 

 

State-sanctioned deprivation of rights included:  

Â disenfranchisement  

Â restrictions on freedom of speech, movement 

& association 

Â internment  

Â deportation  

Â confiscation of little accumulated wealth  



War Measures Act 1914 

 

Implemented 3 times in Canadian history: 

Ä World War I:  

 Ukrainian and other Europeans originally 
from Austro-Hungary 

Ä World War II:    

 Japanese, Italian & German Canadians 

Ä October Crisis 1970:  

 Quebecois during FLQ crisis 

 



Canadaôs First National  

Internment Operations 
 

Â ñDuring Canadaôs first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920 thousands of men, 
women and children were branded as óenemy 
aliensô. Many were imprisoned. Stripped of what 
little wealth they had, forced to do heavy labour 
in Canadaôs hinterlands, they were also 
disenfranchised and subjected to other state-
sanctioned censures -  not because of anything 
they had done, but only because of where they 
had come from, who they were.ò 
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Major General Sir Wm. D. Otter 



Enemy Aliens 

 Canada issued an Order in Council for the 

registration and internment of óenemy aliensô: 

Ä 8,579 óAustro-Hungariansô including: 

Ukrainians, Poles, Italians, Serbs, Bulgarians, 

Germans, German-speaking Austrians, Croats, 

Romanians, Hungarians, Russians, Jews, 

Czechs, Slovaks, Armenians and Ottoman 

Turks, among others were interned 

Ä 80,000 forced to carry ID, report regularly to 

the Mounted Police, disenfranchised 

 

 



Austrian Passports 



 

 

 
Registration Card numbers 

documented in Passport 


